INSIDE F.U.E.L. & CALIFORNIA STATE PRISON’S
PROGRESSIVE PROGRAMING FACILITY (A-YARD)

Inside F.U.E.L. (Families united to end life without the possibility of parole} is an
advocacy/support group of men serving life without parole, life with parole, and other long
term sentences. Our mission is to promote, encourage, and assist one another in our pursuit of
rehabilitation, holding each other accountable, and working together to become people
capable of doing something to lift and rebuild the communities we once destroyed. We hold
quarterly town halls and facilitate/participate in over 20 peer led self-help groups of which | will
present in greater detail bellow. We also host fundraisers for charities as well as community
tragedies such as the devastating fires that recently raged through Los Angeles County,
specifically Pacific Palisades and Altadena. Upon learning of the fires Inside F.U.E.L in a quick
turnaround raised and donated over $500.

Inside F.U.E.L is not alone in our rehabilitative work. We participate in, support, and are
supported by several other organizations and groups on Lancaster Progressive Programing
Facility, all of which | will briefly introduce herein.

1. Paws for Life K9 Rescue which consists of 115 participants who train, feed, bathe, and
care for dogs that have often been abandoned and/or abused i.e. traumatized in ways
that many of the men can relate to and empathize with.

2. Peer-to-Peer mentor self-help programing (Words Uncaged, Lancaster’s Accountability
Workshop, American Sign Language, Insight Project, Criminal and Addictive Thinking,
Community Building/Self —Help mentoring Program, Alternative To Violence,
Preparations For Returning to Society/Peer Development, Victim’s Awareness and
Survivors Sensitivity, L.W.O.P. Alliance, Financial Literacy, Practical Interviewing Skills
(Board PREP), Health & Yoga, Hustle 2.0, Leave The Keys D.U.l. awareness, Breaking the
Cycle, Getting out By Going In (G.0.G.l.), Crochet Class, Domestic Abuse, Changing Your
Past, Criminal Gangs Anonymous, Powerless to Powerful: Cell Phone Addiction and Walk
The Yard.)

3. Higher Learning through the Associates programs is Antelope Valley College, Coastline
Community College, Lassen College. The country’s largest Bachelor’s degree program
cohort is California State University, Los Angeles (CSULA), and the Master’s degree
Program California State Dominguez.



4. Peer-Support Specialist: non-clinicians with specific qualities and/or lived experiences
who received special training to deliver support services (mental health care, substance
abuse assistance, and rehabilitation services fitted for specific needs.) to their fellow
incarcerated peers.

5. Youth Offender Program (Y.O.P.) mentors. Incarcerated men trained in motivational
interviewing. Their mission is to provide guidance and encouragement for incarcerated
youth, advising them on how best to use their time. Through lived experience YOP
mentors show incarcerated youth how to navigate their way through the rehabilitation
process.

6. Occupational Mentor Certification Program (O.M.C.P.) Peer mentorship Program:
Substance Abuse counseling and self-help group facilitation.

7. The Church of Emanuel: Active participation in human transformation by teaching,
preaching, and discipleship through peer led ministries such as Empowered Inside,
Malachi Dad’s (Parenting and Domestic awareness from a Biblical standpoint), Denial
Management, and various Bible study groups. The Church also conducts an evangelism
ministry whereupon members visit housing units in rotation twice a month distributing
snacks and sodas while sharing the word of God (all comers no distinctions).

The incarcerated population on California State Prison’s Progressive Programing Facility (A-
Yard) as a collective are in support of Senate Bill 672 for a number of reasons, which include but
are not limited to, it extends the consideration of youth factors to a population who has been
denied consideration based solely on the fact their charge included a special circumstance, it
provides incarcerated individuals who according to science had brains that were not fully
developed at the time they committed or was arrested for their life crime, it provides
incarcerated individuals an opportunity to demonstrate that they are not incorrigible, and
opens the potential opportunity for men who are sincerely regretful and ashamed of their
actions to widen the parameters of the amends they are committed to making to their victims,
their victim’s families, survivors, the community, and society at large.
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